
We affirm that the proper purpose of business is to 

ADVANCE HUMAN FLOURISHING BY CREATING 
ECONOMIC VALUE THROUGH EXCELLENCE
in the provision of goods and services. 

We affirm that the boards of directors and managers of traditional, for-profit business corporations, 

whether publicly traded or privately held,

 ARE PRINCIPALLY ACCOUNTABLE TO THEIR SHAREHOLDERS (I.E., 
OWNERS) WHOSE GOALS THEY PURSUE AND WHOSE RESOURCES 
THEY STEWARD. 

WE REJECT THE POLITICIZATION OF BUSINESS AND THE EFFORTS BY 
VARIOUS CAMPAIGNS AND CONSTITUENCIES TO COMPEL 
CORPORATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF POLITICAL CONTROVERSIES. 
This politicization, which places the advocacy of certain ideological programs above the generation 

of economic value and profit through excellence in the provision of goods and services, frequently 

reflects a failure of accountability to shareholders. Such politicization only drives division, imperils civil 

liberties, and detracts from the ability of businesses to fulfill their proper purpose. Neither business 

nor society is well served by such politicization. 

WE EMBRACE A POSITIVE ROLE FOR BUSINESS TO ADVANCE JUSTICE, CIVIL 
LIBERTIES, AND PUBLIC WELFARE BY CONDUCTING ITS BUSINESS WELL
—i.e., by fulfilling its proper purpose—and not by politicizing its business. 

Good for Business is a coalition of business and thought leaders who 

DESIRE TO SEE CORPORATIONS EMPOWERED TO PURSUE EXCELLENCE 

IN BUSINESS, SHAREHOLDER VALUE, AND THE COMMON GOOD FREE 

FROM ACTIVIST DEMANDS. G4B has outlined four core principles that will 

advance a strong and healthy corporate environment across the country, where 

innovation, talent, and the free market can thrive.

STATEMENT  OF  PR I NC I PLE S  ON THE  PURPOSE  OF  A  CORPORAT ION :
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